
BEFORlE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 

IN THE MATTER OF: 

CLUB FOR GROWTH, ][Ne., PAC 
2001 L Street N.W., Suite 600 
Washingon, D.C., 20036 

WALBERG FOR CONGRESS 
4769 Teachout Road 
Tipton, M1 49287 

BRUCE BENT, ROBERT LANSING, 
DAVID MacNEL, VIRGlNXA UNHEIMER, 
WILLLAM T. WOLF, and BETTY WOLFE 
(Addresses Attached as Exhibit l), 

COMPLAINT 

NOW COMES Schwarz for Congress (Committee ID C00395822), P. 0. 

U 
w 
h) 
Q 

Box 2063, 

Battle Creek, Michigan, 49016, and hereby files this Complaint pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 9 4379 

(n)( 1) and 1 1 C.F.R. $ I 1  1.4, stating as follows: 

THE RIESPONDENTS 

1. The Club for Growth, Inc., PAC (“CFG-PAC’)(Committee ID COO346536) is a 

non-party multi-candidate PAC organized under 2 U.S.C.# 441(A)(4). It maintains its principal 

office at 2001 I, Street, N.W., Suite GOO, Washington, D.C., 20036. 

2. Walberg for Congress (Committee ID C00390724) is the candidate coinmittee of 

Til~~ofhy Walberg. who defeated Congressman Schwarz in Michigan’s 2006 Republican primary 



election for representative in Congress from the 71h Congressional District of Michigan. The 

address for Walberg for Congress is 6769 Teachout Road, Tipton, Michigan 49287. 

3. Each of Bruce Bent, Robert Lansing, David Macldeil, Virginia Manheirner, Lester 

Weindling, William T. Wolf, and Betty Wolfe are individuals who contributed to CFG-PAC in 

3006 and lo Walberg for Congress for the 2006 Republican primary election for representative in 

Congress fiom the 7Ih Coiigressional District of Michigan. The addresses of these individuals are: 

attached as Exhibit 1 .  

BACKGROUND FACTS 

4. CFG-PAC has solicited, received, and spent millions of dollars in each of the 

2000,2002,2004 and 2006 eIection cycles to support specific candidates for federal office. For 

the 2006 primaries CFG-PAC made expenditures in excess of $S,OOO in twelve elections. In 

fact, CFG-PAC made independent expenditures on behalf of every candidate endorsed by the 

CFG-PAC and/or the CIub for Orowth, Inc. (“CFG”), a Virginia corporation registered with the 

Internal Revenue Services as a political organization under 6 527 of the Internal Revenue Code. 

5.  According to statistics compiled by The Center for Responsive Politics that 

appear on its website, tv\Y~v.ot)ensecTets.orFrJpacs/indexpend.~R, to date, for the 2006 election 

cycle, CFG-PAC has made $2,405,929 in independent expenditures for or against candidates for 

federal office. Of this sum, $514,211 was spent to support Tim Walberg or to oppose 

Representative Joe Schwarz or approximately 37% of a11 expenditures made by CFG-PAC 

through the primary election, I 
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6. According to the Michigan Campaign Finance Network in a report of August 4, 

2006, appearing on its website, www.mcfn.or5, 86% of the financial backing received by 

Walberg for Congress came directly or indirectly from CFG-PAC. 

7. Prior to the 2006 primary, CFG-PAC and/or CFG solicited contributions as a 

conduit within the meaning of 11 CFR $ I1  0.6(2) to, among others, Walberg for Congress. The 

solicitations on. behalf of the candidates endorsed by CFG-PAC and/or CFG also sought 

coiitributiorts for the CFG-PAC, implying that such contributions would also be used to support 

the endorsed candidates andor to oppose their opponents. One of these solicitations, specifically 

referring to the Walberg-Schwarz primary, is attached 8s Exhibit 2. 

8. On information and belief, individual contributors who gave to both Walberg for 

Congress and the CFG-PAC knew that a substantial portion of their contributions to the CFG- 

PAC would go to support Walberg for Congress in the 2006 primary election. This is 

particularIy true Qiven the contribution page at the CFG website, 

w ~ v ~ v  cIubtbr~ro~h.ol.rr/donate/ind.cx D ~ D ,  through which a contributor is asked to contribute to 

candidaies endorsed by CFG andlor CFG-PAC, the CFG-PAC, itself and CFG, itself. The 

co~~tribu~ion page shows that CFG and CFG-PAC are simply conduits to flout federal limits on 

campaign contributions. 

9. Indeed, after Mr. Walberg’s victory in the 2006 Republican primruy, CFG andor 

CFG-PAC send an email to CFG contributors, Exhibit 3, boasting that CFG-PAC fbnds fueled 

Mr, Wdberg’s victory. This communication further boasted that the CFG-PAC had spent over 

5500,000 to the Walberg campaign and that CFG “members” had donated an additional 

5600,000 to Walberg for Congress. 
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10. Based on the campaign finance reports filed by the CFG-PAC with the Federal 

Elections Coinmission, CFG-PAC accepted contributions h r n  individuals in 2006 which 

exceeded $5,000. For instance, with respect to those who contributed to both Walberg for 

Congress and the CFG-PAC, eight individuals gave contributions in 2006 to the CFG-PAC 

which exceeded $5,000. These individuals are respondents Bruce Bent, Robert Lansing, David 

MacNcil, Virginin Manheimer, Lester Weindling, William T. Wolf and Betty Wolfe. 

COUNT 1 

11. Schwarz for Congress incorporates, as if fully set forth herein, the preceding 

allegations of this Complaint. 

12. For calendar years 2005 and 2006, contributions to a multi-candidate PAC such as 

the CFG-PAC may not exceed $5,000 in each calendar year. 1 1 C.F.R. 9 1 1 O.l(d). 

13. Accompanying this Complaint as Exhibit 4 is a spreadsheet on a computer disc, 

showing, among uther things, the date and amount of contributions for the 2006 election cycle 

made by certain individuals who contributed to both CFG-PAC and Walberg for Congress. This 

information was compiled &om campaign finance statements filed with the Federal Elections 

commission. 

14. In 2006, the foiIowing individuals made contributions to the CFG-PAC that 

exceeded $5,000: respondents Bruce Bent, Robert Lansing, David MacNeil, Virginia 

Manheimer, Lester WeindIing, William T. Wolf and Betty Wolfe. The amount of these 

individuds' contributions to CFG-PAC that exceeded $5,000 constitute excess and illegal 

con tri but i ons . 
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COUNT 2 

15. Schwarz for Congress incorporates, as if fully set forth herein, the preceding 

allegations ofo this Complaint. 

16. Based on the information filed by CFG-PAC with the Federal Elections 

Conimjssion, as shown by the spreadsheet 011 the coniputer disc attached as Exhibit 4, CFG-PAC 

neither returned the excess contributions made by the individuals identified in Count 1 nor 

undertook to follow the rules relating to reattribution of contributions. See, 11 C.F.R., 5 110(b), 

8 1 lO.l(k) and 6 1 lO.l(n). 

1 7. CFG-PAC accepted illegal contributions exceeding $5,000. 

COUNT 3 

18. Schwaxz for Congress incorporates, as if fuIly set forth herein, the preceding 

allegations of this Complaint. 

19. Under C.F.R. 6 llO.l(h) an individual may contribute to both a candidate and a 

PAC suppolzing that same candidate so long as, among other things, the “contributor does not 

give with the knowledge that a substantial portion will be contributed to, or expended on behaif 

of, that candidate for the same election.” 

20. Through its solicitations on behalf of Watberg for Congress and itself, CFG-PAC 

made i t  clear to potential contributors to the CFG-PAC that it would use a substantial portion of 

any CFG-PAC contributions to support Walbers for Congress. Indeed, as noted above, for the 

2006 election cycle through the primary election, some 37% of expenditures made by the CFG- 
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PAC were expended in support of Walberg for Congress. This constitutes a “substantial portion” 

of CFG-PAC contributions for the 2006 cycle. 

21. The accompanying computer disc, Exhibit 4, displays some 250 contributors to 

both the CFG-PAC and Walberg for Congress. Figures in blue appearing in the column denoted 

WFC Amount” represent earmarked contributions through the CFG-PAC. Figures in black 

appearing in this colunin represent direct contributions lo Walberg for Congress. Figures in bold 

black type appearing under the column “CFG-PAC Amount” represents the total contributed to 

the CFG-PAC by selected persons who also contributed to Walberg for Congress. 

22. On information and belief, the contributors shown in Exhibit 4 knew that a 

substantial portion of their contributions to CFG-PAC would, in fact, be expended to support 

Waibcrs Ibr Congress, to whom these contributors also made contributions. In fact, by 

contributing to both Walberg for Congress and the CFG-PAC, these contributors exceeded the 

$2,100 limit to Walberg for Congress for the 2006 primary election by $540,726. 

23. The CFG-PAC and WaIberg for Congress knew khat a substantial portion of the 

contributions received by CFG-PAC would be used to support Walberg for Congress. As such, 

the CFG-PAC and Walbcrg for Congress knowingly violated the campaign coiitribution limits 

applicable to individuals contributing to federal candidates. 
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REXXJEST FUR 'RELmF 

But for the illegal activity of CFG-PAC and Walberg for Con,orcss to conspire to accept 

contributions in violation of the individual contribution limits that could be iawfblly made to 

Walberg for Congress, they succeeded in defeating Congressman Schwartz, who otherwise 

would have won his primary eIcction against Tim Walberg. Based on the foregoing, Schwarz for 

Congress respectfully requests that the FEC commence an investigation of the allegations set 

forth in this Complaint, and, ultimately, assess appropriate penalties, as follows: 

A. As to the individual Respondents, impose a civil penalty for giving excess 

contributions to the CFG-PAC in calendar year 2006. 

B. As to the Club for Growth PAC: (i) impose a civil penalty for accepting 

and retaining excess contributions and (ii) impose a civil penalty for expending momes that i t  

received from individual contributors, knowing that a "substantial portion" of these contributions 

would be expended in support of Walberg for Congress, thereby intending to violate the 

campaign contribution limits applicable to federal candidates in a given election cycle. 

C. As to Walberg for Congress, impose a civil penalty for conspiring with 

CFG-PAC to obtain individual contributions that exceed the contribution limits applicable to 

federal candidates for a given ejection cycle. 

D. Schwarz for Congress also respectfully requests that a civil action be 

cornineliced against the Club for Growth PAC and Walberg for Congress, seeking an injunction 

to preclude them from engaging in future conduct that violates the Federal Election Campaign 

Act, 2 U.S.C. 5 43 1, el seq. 
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The above statements are true and accurate to the best of my knowledge, information and 

bclief. 

Dated: November /6,2006 By: 

tb?$ s Signed and sworn to before me by Matt Marsden on this - ay of November 2 06. 

I My commission expires: 
. .  

a 



EXHIBIT I 

Bruce Bcnt 
- f r . -- - 

New Yo&, New York 10021 
__ _ _  . _ _ -  ------ -- ___ __ -_ 

I 

--- - __.- Robert Lansing 
Lake Forest, Illinols 6OD43- 

-- - -  . .. - - -  I 

! David MacNeil I 

Chatham, New3Grsey 07928 

Virginia Mmheimer P.O. Box 60 
Lambcrtville, New Jersey 08530 

_ _  - -. . _ _ _ _  . 
, _ _  __-- - -  - 

. _  - - - __._.-- -- Lester Weindling 
New York, New Yorlc 10018 

William T. Wolf 

Betty Wolfe 
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To: 
From: Pat Toomcy, President, and David Kea- Executive Director 
KE: 
F e b q  17,2006 

Rcplocing Two RINO Incumbents rvih Pro-Growch Republicans 

If Club members keep working togdier, \;veri soou teach bx-loving Republicnns o lessou 
thcy‘ll ncvw foqct. Nothing wdccs up incumbents ljkc swing thck spcnd-thrift 
cofl~guco go down in defeat 

Club members Jike you are well on the way to making that happen, having donated ova  
5391,000 in the last fcw wceks to tho cwnpaigns oftwo key Rcpublican.challcngerS. 

C m t a n  Mayor Sttve W e y  b cballmging Sen. Lincoln Cbaf- in ihc Rhode Island 
Republican Senate primary. Forma swc Rep. Tim Walbcrg Is challeagbg Congressman 
Joe Schwprt in Michigan’s 7th congrcssiod district Kepubh’cap pd-. Despite 
b d n g  M “R” ofter thdr nmcs, Chafee and Schwarz ar0 moag the most d-growth 
liberals in Congress. 

And it’s notjust tho& two. Today, &too m y  Rqubficans in Congress &vc departed 
&om thc vision of Ronald Rcagm, which was, as he once wrote, ”io scalc back the sizc of 
the f c d d  government, reduce taxes md p v m c n t  i0-0~ kr our Gv m... and return 
to the people the W o r n s  usurped fmm them by the borrsucratp.” 

h Stwe La&y and Tim Wdb- we arc ludrybdeed to b m  two Urcdimr d i & w  
who will lake on &e challcnp of retunring the Rqrubllcm Psrry to its roots and win. 

* 

But his won1 hoppcn withour your M p .  

.&&?” 

&t a few daw n m m  i cd remone th 
Chafee in the 1st aumer of 2W5! And Walbera outraised Schwarr in the kt auartw, u! For a &dlcngcr to oufraisc an incumbent is practically unheard of- and it shows 
the i n d i b l e  clout and impact of  Club for Grotvth members. 

But our work mg&cr is not done. 

Chifa and Schwan both started the previous q w e r  with fat barJc accounts and have 
rcady access to specid intcccst PACs. So &cy still have more money than thdr 
ChallCIlgcrS. 

Laffer and Walbcg don’t nccd to match their opponents dollar far dollar. Whtn 

2061 L Slreer NW, Sulh BOO, Wlohlngton OC 20038 6 phon. 202M6SS00 0 fax 202855.fi466 e ww~.ClubForGrawth.org 
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Fvrt !et% Look at Sen. Chrfee. Re: 



e 





e 

. 
Kepaee Chafee with Lsrffey, 

Replace Schwarz with Wdberg, and 
Baild the Club for Growth PAC . 

CbddateID 3 2 9 4 5 1 6 9 2 6  



----or!,ginal Message F d l O W s - - - -  

Re ly-To: 
From: Pat,,Toomey" <pattoomey@clubfor 

Pat Toomey" < attoomey@clu 
S d j e c t :  Club Members Ta R e Down Incumbent. 
Date: 09 Aug 2006 12:15:12 PDT 

c l u b  f o r  Growth candidate Template 

we did i t 1  

c lub f o r  Growth members provided the funds t o  fuel c l u b  f o r  Growth PAC'S f i r s t - e v e r  
primary victory against an incumbent when challenqer T i m  Wal berg defeated 
Re resentative Joe schwarz !aqt night,in Michigan s seventh d i s t r i c t .  
t 8 1 y  was 53% t o  47%, a declsive margin o f  victory. 

The f inal  

It's the f i r s t  time any Republican has lost  his  primary t h i s  year and the f i r s t  time 
i n  a dozen years a Republican has l o s t  a primary based on ideology. 

Voters sent a clear messa e t o  Con ress t h a t  they are tired of the  big-spending, 

downfa1 1 
big- overnment pol ic ies  t 1 a t  contr ? buted so much to  incumbent Joe Schwarz's 

c lub  members donated over $600,000 to  Walberg's cam aign and the club f o r  Growth PAC 
spent over 8500,000 i n  inde endent e? enditures inc  7 uding h a r d - h i t t i n g  TV and radio 
ads tha t  underscored Joe sc R warz's 11 E era7 record on economlc issues. 

This race showed the  power o f  club for Growth members acting together. 

YOU beat The e n t i r e  Republican establishment, which l i n e d  up solidly behind  Schwarz 
despite h i s  pork-happy s ending. Schwarz had the backing o f  many left-winqers too. 

A who s who of 
lacor unions kicked i n  over $1~0,000 and formcr Democratic Gov. 37m Blanchard made 
geT-out-the-vote phone c a l l s  t o  Democrats urging them t o  vote f o r  Schwarz i n  the 
p r i  rnary . 
A rominent environmenta 7 grou poured over $350,000 i n t o  the rat?. 

walberg proved h i s  credentials i n  the s t a t e  legislature as  a rock solid fiscal 
conservative and we look forward t o  him w i n n i n g  i n  November and boosting the ranks 
of hard-charging f i s c a l  conservatives i n  the next Congress. 

There was more good news last n i g h t  f o r  c lub  members i n  colorado's 5 t h  d i s t r i c t  
where primary voters chose Doug Lamborn as the COP nornjnee. 
PACS record to an impressive 8-2, which i s  even more incredible by the  f a c t  that we 
backed a huge number o f  underdogs t h i s  cycle. 

That l i f t s  the c l u b  
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Fw Club Members Take Down.Incumbent!.txt 
club members donated over S200,OOO t o  h is  campai n and the c'lub for  Growth PAC spent 
nearly 4100,000 on independent expenditures, incyuding running TV ads during the 
closing days o f  the campaign. 

Lamborn won with 27.0% o f  the vote while h i s  top opponent, Jeff Crank received 
25.4%. H i s  primary win i n  t h i s  heavi ly  Republican d i s t r i c t  almost assures he w i l l  
replace Rep. Joe? Hefley in Congress after the general election. State Senator 
Lamborn has been a srar i n  the colorado kegislatur?, posting the number one ranking 
from Colorado's leading taxpayer grou f w e  ears i n  a row. we're hoping he will 
give J e f f  Flake a good hard run for tRe #1 syot next yearl 

The race had a "Dewey Beats Truman" moment when the Rocky Mountain News website 

gal lots  were counted that  propelled tarnborn t o  victory. 
osted an a r t i c l e  saying that  Crank had won. But a few moments before, absentee 

our h e a r t f e h  thanks go out t o  the thousands o f  Club members who donated t o  Tim's 
cam aign, Doug's campaign and the  Club for Growth PAC. 
mem E ers  i n  the nation. 

We have the finest group o f  

Best Regards,Pat 
Patr ick 1. Toomey 

President,  club for  Growth 

2001 L Street, NW, Ste 600 

washi ngton, DC 20036 

PH: 202-955-5500 

PAID FOR BY CLUB FOR GROWTH PAC AND NOT AUTHORIZED BY ANY CANDIDATE OR CANDIDATE'S 
COMMITEE.  202-955-5500. 

rf you ever want t o  remove emai7 address information from your membership t o  
the c l u b  f o r  Growth, j u s t  click here. 
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